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The following is a recap of the Commodore’s comments from 
the December 5, 2008 Commodore’s Ball held at the Pensacola 
Yacht Club. 
 
COMMODORE’S COMMENTS 
A warm New Year’s greeting to all! 

As 2009 approaches, three keywords come to 
mind regarding Navy Yacht Club Pensacola:  Heritage, 
Momentum, and Commitment.   

Heritage:  Beginning in 1931 in the depths of the 
Great Depression, Navy Yacht Club Pensacola was 
founded.  Today as we move into our 78th year we can 
look back for a moment and realize that we’ve come a 
long way through both good and bad economic times, 
wars, and natural disasters.  Throughout that time the 
membership has kept a strong sense of club unity and 
spirit.  Possibly because of our common background of 
military service to our nation, we have a desire to be good 
citizens and support our local community.  That support 
can take the form of sharing recreational activities such as 
sailing or through volunteerism in a variety of ways that 
lead to making Pensacola a great place to live, work, and 
play.  Certainly the Navy Cup Regatta, Bikini Cup 
Regatta, and the Commodore’s Cup Series bring the 
community together in a meaningful way and provide 
NAS Pensacola with a great opportunity to “show the 
flag” on the Gulf Coast. 

Momentum:  I feel very fortunate to be coming 
into office with an experienced and talented bridge team 
riding the momentum generated over the past few years 
by Past Commodores Jim Lent and Fred Russell and their 
respective bridge teams.  Following Hurricanes Ivan in 
2004 and Dennis in 2005, the club experienced a very 
challenging time rebuilding sailing programs with fewer 
boats and maintaining club spirit and enthusiasm.  Today 
we can honestly say we are a “comeback club” with a 
strong racing program under the direction of Dick Piatt 
and strong GYA participation thanks to Jim Parsons.  In 
addition, Bill Geyer has developed a fun cruising 
program.  The club’s visibility and internal and external 
communication have been enhanced considerably through 
the efforts of Kim Kaminski as Foghorn editor and 

Richard Smith as webmaster.  The quality and variety of 
merchandise found in the Ship’s Store has never been 
better thanks to Sally Edwards.  Certainly a large 
contribution to today’s club momentum is the excellent 
food program developed by Ken and Kathy Champagne.  
My thanks go out to all. 

Commitment:  As we transition into 2009, club 
growth will be a priority if we are to sustain our 
momentum. In business and industry the catch phrase is 
“If you’re not growing, you’re losing ground.”  Growth is 
the life blood of any organization.  However, because of 
the seating capacity limitation at the Crow’s Nest, we will 
have to find a creative solution to this obstacle to growth.  
The base skipper, Capt. William Reavey has indicated by 
letter he would like to see increased activity in the MWR 
Youth-Small Boat Sailing Program for active duty 
personnel and dependents.  If any member has an interest 
in teaching sailing to young people, please let it be 
known. 

In conjunction with the city of Pensacola’s 
celebration of the city’s founding 450 years ago by Don 
Tristan de Luna, the Spanish Royal Navy will send their 
tall ship “Juan Sebastian de Elcano” to make a port call in 
June.  The ship is the third tallest sailing vessel in the 
world and it will carry a full crew plus 144 midshipmen.  
A dialogue has already begun among the local yacht clubs 
as to how we can jointly entertain them and make their 
stay in Pensacola memorable.  If anyone has an idea along 
these lines, please let me know. 

Finally, I see my role as commodore this coming 
year as facilitator and coordinator of club events and 
activities and liaison to outside organizations.  I speak for 
the entire bridge team when I say we are committed to 
making 2009 an outstanding year for Navy Yacht Club 
Pensacola.  To do that we will need the support and 
creative thinking of the full membership keeping in mind 
the club’s overall goal is to promote sailing and to have a 
whole lot of fun doing it. 

 
Doug Werber, Commodore,  

Navy Yacht Club of Pensacola 
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Photo by Kim Kaminski 
The 2009 Navy Yacht Club Board is sworn in by Commodore Doug 
Werber. 
 

 
 

The First Race for the Capdevielle Series (Flying 
Scot) will be held on May 2nd and 3rd, 2009 at the GYA 
Opening Regatta which will be held at the Buccaneer 
Yacht Club in Mobile, Alabama. 

Anyone interested in practicing in the Flying 
Scot please give me a call. 384-4575. 
    Jim Parsons 
FLYING SCOT SCHEDULE 
 
GYA Opening Day May 2nd& 3rd – BWYC 
Spring Regatta May 16th &17th – BucYC 
Candler Regatta June 6th & 7th – StABYC 
Meigs Regatta July 11th& 12th – FWYC 
Summer Regatta July 18th & 19th – MYC 
Weatherly Regatta August 1st & 2nd – GYC 
Knost Regatta August 15th & 16th – PCYC 
Lipton Cup Challenge September 5th -7th –BucYC 
Wadewitz Regatta September 26th & 27th – FYC 
Schreck Regatta October 24th – PYC 
Curren Regatta (Fish) October 31st – November 1st – BucYC 
 
Editor’s Note: 
Every four years US Sailing publishes the newest edition 
of The Racing Rules of Sailing. 
These rules are reviewed by a committee of sailing 
authorities who upgrade, delete or redefine the racing 
rules that sailors use worldwide. On January 1, 2009 The 
Racing Rules of Sailing 2009-2012 will take effect.  
In the newest edition of the rules there are some important 
changes to take note of that are in regard to marks and 
obstructions. These changes include new rules 18, 19 and 
20 and the new definitions for Mark-Room, Zone and 
Fetching. Additional definition changes include Clear 
Astern, Clear Ahead, Overlap and Obstruction. 
It is important that all racing sailors know the rights and 
obligations of their boats. Helpful information about the 
racing rules both new and old can be acquired from the 
US Sailing website – www.ussailing.org/rules   

������������	��   
By:  Bill Geyer 
 
 
What a wonderful and fun year this has been.  It all 
started with a washed out nautical flea market and went 
up hill from there and climaxed with a Pirates of the 
Bayou Party and a lot of overnight cruises in between.  
I’m now looking forward to more fun in the New Year 
brought on by Joanne Matthews.  Congratulations on 
being the new fleet captain of cruising.   Also 
congratulations to Gary Klemas and crew for winning the 
cruising class in the Commodores Cup Series, the rest of 
us cruisers have our work cut out with Willow Wind on 
the course next year.  And what about the Commodore’s 
Ball - it was the best ever from all the decorations, to the 
food and service from the Pensacola Yacht Club, the 
music, and all our friends together.   
  
Thanks all, and Happy Cruising on the Land or Water 
 
billandlynda@mchsi.com 
   Happy Sailing, 

             Bill 
 

Cruising Message from Joanne –  
The First Cruise of the 2009 will be held near the end of the 
month in February. The cruise will be to Ft. McCrea. If you 
wish to be placed on a notification email list and be sent a 
message when an update needs to be given on the status of a 
cruising trip during questionable weather – please send me 
your email address at: j2matthews@cox.net 
 
 
 

 
Photo by Kim Kaminski 
Gary Klemas is presented the Commodore Tedford Cann 
Trophy for having the highest performing Navy Yacht Club 
sailboat in points for the year. Past Commodore Bill Hayes 
(on the right) presents Gary with the special award. Gary is 
the second recipient to earn the trophy – the first recipient 
was last year’s winner - Dan Owczarczak. 
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Photo submitted by Bill Geyer 
Gary Klemas aboard his boat Willow Wind earned the 2008 
Overall Trophy for the Commodore’s Cup Series in the 
Non-Spinnaker Cruising Class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ship Store Items will be on sale next month ~ 
check out the specials ~ 
 
 

 
 
Check out the photos from the Commodore’s Ball – a 
good time was had by all who attended! 

  Carol Johnson 
              "Miss Hospitality" 
 

 
Photo by Kim Kaminski 
Navy Yacht Club’s 2009 Vice Commodore Sue Stephensen 
and companion attend the Commodore’s Ball held at the 
PYC Ballroom on December 5th, 2008. 

 

 
Photo by Kim Kaminski 
Lloyd and Bev Stagg were presented with a special award 
for their efforts in promoting sailing for women with their 
creation of the Bikini Regatta. Past Commodores Whit 
Johnson, Claude Mullen and Bill Hayes helped to present 
this special recognition. 
 

 
 
Be sure to check the Navy Yacht Club website: 
www.navypnsyc.org  for yacht club news, tips, 
contact information and schedules for the upcoming 
year.    Richard     
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SEE YOU AT THE MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS! CALL ME IF 
YOU HAVE NEWS (850) 492-0275       
      

CAPT. LILI - SUNSHINE LADY 
 

 
 

 
 
Racing News……. 

The 2008 racing season has been completed. 
Our first race in 2009 will be the “Commodore’s Cup 
Race #1 (as known as the Maxine Sansom Race #1) 
which will be held on March 7th.  

I will be planning the annual Navy Yacht Club 
Sailing Seminar and Racing Clinic for sometime next 
month. 

Dick Piatt 
Dick Piatt  
479-7892 (home)  
995-1920 (business)  
piatt39@cox.net  
 
Navy Yacht Club Regatta Dates 2009 
 
March 7th – Maxine #1/ Commodore’s Cu p #1 
April 11th –Commodore Cup #2 
May 30th -31st – Navy Cup Regatta 
August 1st – Bikini Regatta 
September 12th – Commodore’s Cup #3 
October 3rd – Commodore’s Cup #4 
 

 
Photo by Cindy Cady – GYA website 
Lipton Cup Team –Dick Piatt, Sue Stephensen and Kim Kaminski 
Race #1 at Bay Waveland Yacht Club – November 2008 

 
Photo by Kim Kaminski 
The Historic Pensacola Lighthouse located here on the Naval 
Air Station was first lit on January 1st, 1859. This year 
marks the 150th Anniversary of the Lighthouse’s operation 
serving as a navigational aid to the travelers along the 
waters of Pensacola.  A special birthday ceremony was held 
on January 3rd in front of the Lighthouse Keepers Quarters. 
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     The FOGHORN is the official publication of the 
Navy Yacht Club Pensacola and will be published monthly. 
Commodore    Doug Werber       994-6797   
Vice Commodore    Sue Stephenson          458-1903 
Rear Commodore    Scott Dancer       492-5747 
Secretary        Toni Kirkman       434-7979 
Treasurer       Bea Gordy       492-6059 
Member-at-large        Richard Smith 
Racing:     Dick Piatt       479-7892  
Small Boats GYA      Jim Parsons       384-4575 
Cruising     Joanne Matthews       492-8323 
Membership    Open        
Sunshine        Lili Cartwright           492-0275 
Hospitality    Carol Johnson    
Ship’ Store    Sally Edwards 
Past Commodore    Fred Russell        492-2625 
  
Editor – Material for the Foghorn must be submitted by the 
20th of each month.  Contact Kim Kaminski at 384-8941(cell) 
or email: navyfognews607@yahoo.com 
 
Photo by Cindy Cady – GYA Website 

 
 
Navy Yacht Club Pensacola 
P. O.  Box   4422 
Pensacola, Fl 32507 
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DUES for 2009 were established by the Bridge 
at the November meeting at the same levels as in 2008: 
$60 per family, $40 for singles, $5 for military Students 
and Active Duty. Yacht club dues are payable to Navy 
Yacht Club - please send your check directly to the club’s 
P.O. Box 4422, Pensacola, FL 32507.   

The roster was updated and reproduced. You can 
pick up a copy of the roster from Toni Kirkman. 
Note: Navy Yacht Club members for 2008 = 127 
members (spouses, significant others, and singles)  

 
Photo by Cindy Cady – GYA website 
 

Were looking for sailors….come join 
the fun at the Navy Yacht Club! 
 

 
Photo by Cindy Cady – GYA website 

 
 
 
 

PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com


