
                       
 

APRIL 2008 

 

NAVY YACHT CLUB of PENSACOLA 

APRIL GENERAL MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING, 1800, THURSDAY, 3APRIL08 

Greetings to All Hands 

For APRIL, the theme will be the “IRS BLUES”!! 
The menu will be pulled pork sandwiches, red potato 
salad, coleslaw, and more delicious desserts. What a 
way to get past the annual tax chores (or prepare for 
them if you haven’t done yours yet!). The food will 
be provided by the Club and dessert by some 
dedicated member chefs. 

Cost will be $5 per person. In order to have a firm 
count for how many we should expect to be there, 
PLEASE RSVP NLT 28MARCH to Barbara 
Russell by phone (850) 492-2625 (leave a message 
if no one at home) or email frebar@bellsouth.net. 

I am told there will also be a special musical treat 
during dinner, featuring Blues music. We look 
forward to seeing all of you once again, as well as 
those who were unable to be with us for the last 
meeting. 

COMMODORE’S COMMENTS 

-- Membership Chair Toni Kirkman and Past 
Commodore Maryanne Hayes have been laboring on 
updating the membership roster and associated info 
to enable the Club’s production of a new loose-leaf 
binder format Directory similar to the former one 
which was last updated during Maryanne’s term of 
office as Commodore. Most of the members will 
remember the gray half-size binders with the Club’s 

name and burgee insignia on the cover. If you still 
have one of those in good shape, you will receive 
new contents. If your old one is in bad shape or if 
you are a new or not so new member, you’ll receive 
both a binder and the contents. This has been a large 
project and I hear that the actual product should be 
available SOON! 

-- The next event to look forward to is the 
Commodore’s Cup Regatta #2 on 12April. The 
CC#1/Maxine#1 was held 1March and was a great 
occasion, with some 18 boats participating. Rear 
Commodore Doug Werber and Fleet Captain for 
Racing Dick Piatt did magnificent jobs supporting 
and directing the event. NYCP sailors put forth their 
best efforts but the only negative of the day was it 
took all racing teams longer than expected because 
the winds died down until the latter part of the 
afternoon. I was disappointed by the low attendance 
of NYCP supporting members. We were 
outnumbered by the visiting folks from the other 
Clubs. I pray you will all make a better effort to 
support and cheer on our NYCP mariners on 
12April  and have an enjoyable time together that 
day. 

-- We are pleased to announce that our membership 
is now at 112 (spouses, significant others, and 
singles). The email listing is being revised to include 
paid members and non-renewals will be deleted. 

-- Planning processes for the Navy Cup weekend 
17/18 May are proceeding nicely under the 
leadership of co-Chairs Whit Johnson and Gary 
Farris. Ads from businesses in the marine-related 
industry and others who have supported the Club in 
the past have been sought and are progressing 
nicely. Opportunity is still available for Club 
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members to purchase a business card-size ad for $25 
with a deadline of 1 April . These may be as simple 
as a GO NYCP or GO NAVY or JOE & JANE DOE 
ARE WAVING THE FLAG FOR NYCP, etc. or 
may be an actual personal business card. Larger ads 
are also possible. Bottom line: Everyone support the 
Navy Cup regatta, our most prestigious of the year. 

-- In conclusion, all’s well with NYCP. Remember 
in my remarks upon installation as Commodore, 
now nearly 4 months ago, I spoke of an example 
from Naval History about “the ties that bind”, 
referring to the days of old sailing ships and the ties 
holding the sails to the yardarms. And recall, if you 
will, the translation of that phrase over the years to 
now stand for the ties that bind people together in 
friendship and sociability. I hope you will agree that 
such a spirit of that binding together prevails at our 
meetings each month and at each other occasion we 
get together. Let us all renew our vow to keep that 
intact as a major distinguishing factor which exists 
in our Club. See y’all soon! 

Fred Russell, Commodore, 
Navy Yacht Club of Pensacola 

������������	��   
By :  Bill Geyer 
 
    
Can you believe this? We finally broke down and 
bought a computer.  This almost puts me up to the 
20th century, I doubt if I will ever get to the 21st 
century.     
 
I just struck out again as far as cruises go, I had a 
cruise to Pirates Cove scheduled for the weekend of 
8-9 of March which we cancelled and rescheduled 
for the next weekend due to weather. All was fine 
and dandy, then I found out that PYC was having a 
raft up at Pirates Cove on the 15-16th weekend.  I 
was able to contact PYC’s cruise director and 
invited ourselves to join them. They were very 
receptive to the idea. Well, wouldn’t you know it, 
the wind was predicted to be pretty strong and about 
half of our small cruising fleet had other 
commitments. We all ended up out on the point by 
the marina and had a pot-luck.   
 
Now that I have this high tech communicating 
electronic box, I should be able to keep all the Navy 

Yacht Club members up to date as changes take 
place.   
 
Our next cruise will be the weekend of April 19 and 
20 to Juana’s in Navarre. Plan to join us either by 
boat or car. If you need more information on our 
upcoming raft-up just give me a call or better 
yet…send me an email at: 
 
billandlynda@mchsi.com 
 
   Happy Boating, 

             Bill 
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By:  Toni Kirkman 
 
 
Navy Yacht Club members to date = 112 (spouses, 
significant others, and singles). Yacht club dues are 
payable to Navy Yacht Club - please send your 
check either directly to me or to the club’s P.O. Box 
4422, Pensacola, FL 32507.  Dues are $60 per 
couple - $40 for single.  Thank you and any 
questions…. please call me.   434 7979 
  

Toni Kirkman 
Membership 

 

 
 
Special Message from the Commodore 
 
Membership in NYCP becomes much more fun and 
meaningful IF each member is regularly in 
attendance at Club meetings and functions. Get 
involved, volunteer your help. A “new” membership 
information form that each person or family will 
need to be completed for this year offers the club 
member several possibilities for volunteer 
opportunities. There are options available for 
all. Remember…as the old saying goes - Many 
hands make light work.   
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Racing News……. 
 
Our Commodore's Cup 1/Maxine 1 was held on 1 
March.  I was concerned that the breeze might 
desert us, but luckily we were able to get all 18 
boats around a relatively short but competitive 
course and get everyone back in time for some great 
regatta dogs.  
 
I'd like to thank Fleet Captain Scott Harrell and all 
the folks over at PYC for letting us use Maxine 
again this year as committee boat.  I'd also like to 
thank those who helped me out on race committee: 
 Lloyd and Bev Stagg and Dave and Toni Kirkman 
on Maxine; Chip and Joyce MacMillan and Bruce 
Melvin on the mark set boat; Jim Lent on pin set; 
and Maryanne Hayes, who met us at PYC and did 
the scoring.  With a team of pros like this, it made 
my job easy.  
 
The Spinnaker fleet was dominated by a pair of 
Melges 32's, with George Gamble's Evil Woman 
taking the top spot.  Dan Owczarczak's Polish Navy 
won Spinnaker B.  Lou Makorowski's Kairos won 
the Non-spinnakers and our own Bill Geyer in 
Aquila took the Cruising class.  Complete results 
can be found on the NYCP web site.  
 
Of note, there were five NYCP boats racing, which 
I think is the most since before Ivan.  We had 
Aquila, Ashley Rae (Gary Klemas), and No Rush 
(Richard Smith) in the Cruising class and Heather 
(Jim and Joanne Matthews) and Los Milagros (Bob 
and Gabby Wilson) in Non-spinnaker.  Slowly but 
surely, we're seeing more NYCP boats on the 
starting line.  Let's keep it going!  
       
Our next race is Commodore's Cup 2 on 12 April.  I 
hope to see even more of our folks out racing.   
    

Dick Piatt 
Dick Piatt  
479-7892 (home)  
995-1920 (business)  
piatt39@cs.com  
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SEE YOU AT THE MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS! CALL ME 
IF YOU HAVE NEWS (850) 492-0275          
 CAPT. LILI - SUNSHINE LADY 
 

 
 
The schedule for the Capdevielle Series should be 
posted on the Web Page. 
”The Opening Day Regatta” for the Capdevielle 
Series will be May 3rd and 4th at Pensacola Yacht  
Club.  I hope to generate enough crew for the event. 
We will start practice with "Old Blue" in early 
April."                                                   Jim 

 
Special Invitations to all Navy Yacht 
Club Members: 
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Blessing of the Fleet – Centennial Year 
Celebration 
 
The Pensacola Yacht Club Chapter of the 
International Order of the Blue Gavel will host the 
Centennial Year “Blessing of the Fleet” on Sunday, 
April 6, 2008, in conjunction with the PYC Opening 
Day Ceremony. The Blue Gavel is an international 
organization of Past Commodores of recognized 
yacht clubs whose mission is to maintain the 
customs, traditions and history of yachting, such as 
the BLESSING OF THE FLEET. 
All Pensacola Bay area boat owners and skippers 
are encouraged to participate in this historic 
event. As a Bay area boater you are invited to 
participate in this event. 
Current participants include members of Navy Yacht 
Club Pensacola, Pensacola Beach Yacht Club, 
Grand Lagoon Yacht Club, and the Gulf Breeze 
Power Squadron, as well as the Pensacola Yacht 
Club.  
 
The skippers of all boats, both sail and power, are 
encouraged to join in the OPENING DAY festivities 
at PYC prior to the Blessing. Boats may be tied up at 
the T-dock but must depart the T-dock NLT 1430.  
In addition, prizes will be given for the best 
decorated sail and powerboats. 
 
Schedule of Events 
1430 All boats assemble in the vicinity of Bayou 
Chico Channel Marker Number 2 and should form 
up in a circle (counterclockwise) in sequence with at 
least 3 boat lengths between boats. PYC Race 
Committee Boat MAXINE will be in the vicinity to 
organize the parade. 
1455 The Lead Boat MAXINE will lead the parade 
of boats toward the PYC T-dock. 
1500 MAXINE will pass in front of the PYC T-dock 
to Salute the Commodore and receive their blessing 
from PYC Fleet Chaplain and then continue into the 
turning basin near Runyan’s. After all boats have 
passed the T-dock, skippers may return to the T-
dock for docking and continuation of festivities on 
the lawn at PYC. 
1600 Awards for best decorated sailboat and power 
boat. 
1600 Fish Fry with soft drinks, beer, and wine 
included will be available on the patio of PYC.  
Cost per person: $15.00 inclusive; payable at the 
Club. Cash or charge to your PYC club account. 
 
Entry fee: $25.00 per boat minimum donation. Make 
checks payable to the Pensacola Chapter, IOBG. 

Registration: Registration form is available on line at 
www.pensacolayachtclub.org 
 
Mail your registration with check to the PYC 
Chapter IOBG, Pensacola Yacht Club, P. O. 
Box 989, Pensacola, FL 32591. 

PREEMIE CUP REGATTA 2008 – 
MORE FUN THAN EVER!  

 
PBYC will host its annual Preemie Cup Regatta on 
April 26 th, to benefit the Neonatal Intensive Care 
Unit (NICU) at Sacred Heart Children’s Hospital.  
 
The NICU began in 1970 as an 18-bed unit, and over 
the last 37 years has grown to 55 beds.  It is the 
area’s only Level III intensive care nursery and is 
staffed round-the-clock by full-time neonatologists, 
neonatal nurses, developmental specialists and 
Respiratory therapists dedicated to the care of 
premature and critically-ill newborns.  About 650 
babies are admitted each year to NICU, and an 
estimated 80 percent are there because of premature 
birth – born anywhere from 2 to 16 weeks early.  
The average stay in the NICU is around 17 days.   
 
In addition to all the fun we had sailing for this 
tremendous cause last year; PBYC’s regatta raised 
$1405. In addition, $26,595 was raised at the silent 
auction presented by Kids’ Dentist Stu Bonnin and 
the Fish House, for a total of $28,000 donated to the 
Sacred Heart Foundation for the NICU.  PBYC is 
hoping to have twice the fun and raise twice the 
money this year!    
 
Accompanying this year’s regatta is a new way in 
which to honor the special children in our lives – 
some of whom may have been cared for in the 
NICU, and many of whom have not.  PBYC is 
collecting donations from, but not limited to, 
parents, grandparents, godparents, aunts and uncles 
in honor of their children, grandchildren, 
godchildren, nieces and nephews – and even those 
babies who are on course to sail in soon!  The names 
of the donors along with the name(s) of their special 
child(ren) will be posted at PBYC yacht club for all 
to see, and we plan to post donor updates on 
www.pensacolabeach-yc.org, as well.  We invite our 
friends across the bay at Pensacola Yacht Club and 
Navy Yacht Club to join us in the regatta, as well as 
in contributions.  

 
As is tradition, the donor making the largest 
monetary contribution to this cause will have his or 
her name engraved on the Preemie Cup Perpetual 
Trophy, and will receive a take-home trophy as well.  
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The donor does not have to be present to win this 
award.   
 
Festivities presented by Dr. Bonnin and the Fish 
House begin Thursday, April 24th, with heavy hors 
d’oeuvres & cash bar at the Fish House Outdoor 
Deck, 600 South Barracks Street, from 6 p.m. to 9 
p.m.  The silent auction will feature trips to various 
southeastern resorts, jewelry, spa treatments and 
more! Tickets to the event are $30 per person, $50 
per couple. 
 
Registration for the Preemie Regatta is at 6 p.m., 
Friday, April 25th, at PBYC; Skippers’ Meeting at 7 
p.m.  The regatta is Saturday, April 26th, with 
double-handed, spinnaker, non-spinnaker and Laser 
classes.  Following the race, great post-race food, a 
cash bar and awards will be held at PBYC. 
Registration fee is $50 (cash or checks only), which 
includes two tickets to the Thursday night silent 
auction and two regatta T-shirts.   

 
All checks should be made payable to Sacred Heart 
Foundation, and placed in the PREEMIE CUP 
DONATIONS  box at the PBYC bar, or mailed to the 
yacht club: c/o JoDee Cattrell, Fleet Captain, 
Pensacola Beach Yacht Club, Post Office Box 1112, 
Gulf Breeze, Florida 32562-1112.   Please include 
the honorary information you would like posted 
(Example:  From Mr. & Mrs. John Q. Sailor, Sr., in 
honor of our grandchildren, Sally Sailor and John 
Q. Sailor, III).  

 
For more information on the race, check with Jo Dee 
Cattrell, Fleet Captain (onthgojdc@aol.com), or 
William Paden (850-968-8796 or email 
pcolabaypro@aol.com).   

 
Information and tickets to the Thursday dinner party 
can be made by calling the Sacred Heart Foundation 
at 850-416-4660 or visiting www.sacred-heart.org. 
�����������������������  

 
 
Navy Yacht Club Pensacola 
P. O.  Box   4422 
Pensacola, Fl 32507 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Be sure to check the Navy Yacht Club website: 
www.navypnsyc.org  for upcoming news on the 
Navy Cup Regatta 

Richard      
 
 

The FOGHORN is the official 
publication of the Navy Yacht Club Pensacola 
and will be published monthly. 
Commodore    Fred Russell       492-2625 
Vice Commodore    Ken Champagne     937-9414 
Rear Commodore    Doug Werber 
Secretary    Elaine Ciardello 
Treasurer    Dick Wuthrich 
Member-at-large     Jane Theisse 
Racing:     Dick Piatt       479-7892  
Small Boats GYA   Jim Parsons       384-4575 
Cruising     Bill Geyer       501-2532 
Membership    Toni Kirkman       434-7979 
Sunshine    Lili Cartwright        492-0275 
Hospitality    Carol Johnson     
 
Editor – Material for the Foghorn must be submitted 
by the 20th of each month.  Contact Kim Kaminski at 
384-8941(cell) or email: navyfognews607@yahoo.com 
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Webmaster Richard Smith earned 3rd Place aboard 
No Rush in the Cruising Class during the Commodore’s  
Cup Race 1  
 
Photos by Kim Kaminski from the  
Maxine Series Race Number One  

– The Commodore’s Cup Race 1 –  
– March 1, 2008  

 

 
Commodore Cup Race # 1 First Place Winner in the  
Cruising Class is NYCP’s Cruising Director Bill Geyer  
on his boat Aquila  
 

 
Los Milagros heads to the Starting 
Area for the first NYCP race of the 2008 

 

 
The Melges 32 Spinnaker boats Evil Woman and Angel captured 
first and second place in the Spinnaker Class       

 
Kairos – First place Winner Non-Spinnaker Class 
 

 
Jim and Joanne Matthews aboard Heather captured fourth  
place in the Non-Spinnaker Class 
 
 
 

 
Pictured - No Rush in the fore ground and Ashley Rae in the background 
Both boats raced for the Navy Yacht Club in the first race of the Maxine 
Series – The Commodore’s Cup Race # 1 
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